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Newsletter Editor 

Lion Donald McConnell 

307 Thomas 

Midland, TX 79703 

Donld_McConnell@outlook.com 

District2a1newsleter@hotmail.com 

Like us on Facebook: disric2a1lions 

Save the Date 
District Meeting   

November 4 & 5, 
Winters    

 The heart of Lions is the individual clubs and all they do for their communi-

ties and the most important position any Lions can hold is being a member of a 

club. This is both my belief but also the words International President Bob Corlew 

expressed in Kerrville last weekend.  

 As I travel around the district and visit clubs I always come away amazed at 

all the varied contributions clubs make to their communities. Some are very small 

things, a simple kindness, words of encouragement to a child in need of encourage-

ment, recognizing someone for a good deed. Some are what we call legacy projects 

that will be there serving the community for a long time. And some are things the 

club and the members don’t even know they did.  

 Each year the Lions Camp has a picnic as the officers from one year pass the  

baton to the next year officers.  Following the picnic you can attend the weekly  

graduation celebration the camp has for the kids finishing up their week at camp.  

I always attend the graduation to get my “FIX” of happiness to carry me over to  

the next year and I stand at the railing at the back. As the amphitheater fills up,  

parents will stand beside me on the railing and I’ll strike up a conversation with 

them about their kid and what the week and camp means to them. One thing they 

always tell me is that they are amazed the Lions do this for them. As a Lion in a 

Texas Lions club you amazed 1,472 families this summer.  

 
 A second item International President Bob shared was he has a relative who 

is blind in one eye. As a child this relative had Lazy eye. The condition was not di-

agnosed until he entered school and much damage had been done to the eye causing 

eventual blindness. Spot vision screening is effective at 6 months and if this had 

been available back then he would not be blind today. Clubs may screen hundreds 

and even thousands of children and you may never know when your referral to a 

doctor means an adult some day is not blind because you got them to a doctor when 

there was still time to prevent this outcome. 

 

 For all you do thank you and keep it up - Dave 
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Acuna Eye Clinic 

Al Owen 

6404 Spy Glass 

San Angelo, TX 

Home 325-651-7141 

Cell 325-262-3881 

azowen@verizon.net 

Alert Chairperson 

Mark Brown 

PO Box 623 

San Angelo, TX 

Home 325-942-8850 

Cell 325-245-6613 

rnatxf@gmail.com 

Chaplain 

Frank Berthold 

Conventions 

Joyce Downie 

115 Churchill Blvd 

San Angelo, TX 

Home 325-651-8894 

Cell 325-234-2803 

joyced2@suddenlink.net 

Diabetes Awareness 

 

Global Leadership 

Roy Landry 

3010 Briargrove Ln. 

San Angelo, TX 

Home 325-949-5151 

Cell 806-433-2961 

landrys@aol.com 

Global Membership 

Carole  Brown 

P O Box 623 

San Angelo, TX 76902 

Home 325-942-8850 

carolecb9@gmail.com 

Historian 

Helen Wilde 

3209 Southland Blvd 

San Angelo, TX 76904 

Home  325-942-6647 

Cell 325-277-4758 

hmjwilde@suddenlink.com 

District Governor odds and ends. 

The Texas Forum registration form is in this edition of the newsletter. The forum allows you 

to sign up for 6 out of 16 seminars. The first 100 signups will get their lodging paid for. Last 

year 199 Lions attended the forum. There are two kinds of leaders. There are the leaders who 

lead by virtue of the position they hold – supervisors and managers, military officers and such. 

There are leaders who lead because people want to follow them, because they like them, and 

like where they are going. In Lions we ONLY have the second type. No matter who you are, a 

club president, district governor, or International President, you will only be a successful leader 

if people want to follow you. I encourage you to attend.  

Texas Lions Hall of fame. About every 5 years a district gets to elect a member of the district 

into the Texas Hall of fame. It is a big deal to be able to recognize a member of our district 

with this distinction and in May 2017 it is our Districts time to bestow this honor. The process 

has 2 steps – first, all clubs have the opportunity to select one member for consideration for 

this honor – second a 5 person committee appointed by the District Governor will select the 

person from all those proposed. Minimum qualification include active or deceased member 

with 15 or more years of service – outstanding dedicated service as a Lion – service to the 

community beyond just their Lions service – accomplished special achievements and contribu-

tion to humanitarian service to those less fortunate – and the person cannot solicite in any man-

ner this recognition.   Our selection will be announced January 21 2017 at the mid-winter con-

ference in Brady. Please send me the names and background of any club members you want 

considered by or at the District Meeting in Winters November 5th 

Legacy Projects A legacy project is any kind of project that provides lasting physical benefit 

to your community. I know we have legacy projects in Ballinger, Eden, Coleman, and Colora-

do City. If the club presidents in those clubs would send me a picture and a short write up of 

the project so we can put it in the newsletter and recognize at our District Convention in April. 

Thanks in advance for doing this for me. I am sure other clubs also have projects I don’t know 

about so please send me your information for inclusion.   

Centennial Member At the end of my term as governor and as I pass the leadership to Arman-

do we will reach our 100 year anniversary. Lions International is providing our district $250 to 

use in commemorating the event. Talking to other district governors, some are using this re-

source to recognize a centennial member out of each club at the year-end district convention. I 

think that is a great idea and would like to do the same. I am asking each club to select 1 mem-

ber they want to recognize as their “Centennial Member”. At the District Convention in San 

Angelo on Friday Night April 28 we will recognize both club presidents and our “Centennial 

Members” The rules and requirement? They represent what is best in their club and are select-

ed by a secret ballot of all members.  

 

Coahoma Lions Club  First my apologies for have not gotten to your club in my years as 1st or 

2nd Vice District Governor and I look forward to coming later this year. 1st VDG Armando says 

great things about your club, that members are eager to help in your service activities, you have 

much going on, and that you are filling the needs in your community.  I also see you have 

grown your membership by 7 members since July 1. My thanks and appreciation for what you 

are giving back to your community - Dave  
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Leader Dog 

Brigitte Rogers 

120 Deerwood Dr. 

Sonora, TX 

Home 325-387-2309 

6200br@gmail.com 

Leo Chairperson 

 

LCIF 

IPDG John Gammill 

P.O. Box 1822 

Mason, TX 76856 

C. 325-347-2806 

masonlion1972@gmail.com 

Long Range Planning 

Al Owen 

6404 Spy Glass 

San Angelo, TX 

Home 325-651-7141 

Cell 325-262-3881 

azowen@verizon.net 

Opportunities for Youth 

 

Parliamentarian 

Jim Wilks 

One West Broadway 

Sweetwater, TX 

Home 325-235-8383 

Cell 325-370-6872 

jlwilks@sbcglobal.net 

Peace Poster 

Scott Patterson 

8313 W. Grape Creek 

San Angelo, TX 76901 

Sight Preservation 

Lee Sigler 

126 Allen 

Early, TX 

Home 325-646-4820 

Cell 325-647-0481 

leesigler@verizon.net 

District Meeting Dates  

November 4 & 5, Winters    

January 22 & 23 2017, Mid-Winter Conference, Brady    

April 28 & 29 2017, District Convention, San Angelo  

 

 

Russell’s Ramblings                                                                                  

2VDG Russell Livingston 

Our first Counsel Meeting in Kerrville was an exciting 

time for your 2nd Vice District Governor. Meeting team mates from 

around the state, getting the opportunity to visit with our International 

President Bob Corlew was great and visiting with our new International 

Director Sam Lindsey was a celebration after his yearlong campaign. 

I guess the most outstanding aspect of the meeting though was attending 

the Texas Lions Camp awards ceremony. Children and parents from 

around the state were present and the energy was palpable. Every Lions 

should take the time to attend one of these ceremonies during the camping 

season. I have always maintained that attending one will “Make a Lion 

for Life out of you.”  

One of the best kept secrets in Texas Lions is the beginnings of our very 

own Texas Lions Museum. Located in Kerrville, this museum will tell the 

story of our first century of Texas Lionism.  We will be keeping you up to 

date as this grand project takes shape. 

We will soon be arranging club visits for the northwestern portion of our 

district. I am looking forward to meeting each of you. We will be sharing 

Governor Dave’s message and begin the process of getting to know you. 

Exciting times are ahead. 

Don’t forget our next Cabinet Meeting on November 4th and 5th in Win-

ters. Make your reservations early. See you there. It is great to be a Lion. 
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Tail-Twister 

Stephanie Subia 

4018 Monty Dr. 

Midland, TX 79703 

Texas Lions Camp North 

Charles (Chuck) Henicke 

Kingsland Lions Club 

325-247-6828 

c.shenicke@verizon.net 

Texas Lions Camp South 

Donald McConnell 

307 Thomas Street 

Midland, TX 79703 

Home 432-520-5651 

Cell 432-413-3935 

Donald_McConnell@outlook.com 

TLERC 

IPDG John Gammill 

P.O. Box 1822 

Mason, TX 76856 

C. 325-347-2806 

masonlion1972@gmail.com 

Texas Lions Foundation 

Joyce Downie 

115 Churchill Blvd 

San Angelo, TX 

Home 325-651-8894 

Cell 325-234-2803 

joyced2@suddenlink.net 

World Services for the Blind 

Jim Brisbin 

 

Youth Exchange 

Mark Singh 

5408 Hillcrest 

Midland, TX  

Home 432-694-0147 

Cell 432-687-5424 

mmsingh@suddenlink.net 

Webmaster  

Wynn Alston 
 

Home 325-651-4102 
 

Wynn@wcc.net 

                                                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kingsland Lions club participates  participation in the annual  

Back-To-School Baylor Scott & White Health Fair. The fair was  held at 

the Marble Falls Middle School August 6, 2016.   

 

There were about 2,000 underprivileged attendees who received:  Health 

screenings, Back packs containing age-appropriate school supplies, 

Shoes, Lunches                                                                                             

 

The three (L-R Lions Jim Chapman, Ken Martin, and John McWilliams) 

focused on the Spot Vision Testing device. Also exhibited the Texas Li-

ons Camp poster board. We screened over 300 attendees continuously 

over a 3-hour period with our new Spot device.  

A very rare video of Helen Keller with Annie Sullivan. https://
www.facebook.com/rwerthman/videos/10203116147602146/ 

           PDG Joyce Downie  

              and husband                       

   Lion Ron            

          Support  

District 2-A1 Governor Dave Richison     

and his 2016-2017 Cabinet 

Club News 

mailto:c.shenicke@verizon.net
https://www.facebook.com/rwerthman/videos/10203116147602146/
https://www.facebook.com/rwerthman/videos/10203116147602146/
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DG 

Dave Richison 

104 River Ranch Road 

Kingsland, TX 78639 

Home 325-388/-2091 

Cell 000-000-0000 

daverichison@gmail.com 

1st VDG 

Armando Subia 

4018 Monty Drive 

Midland, TX 79703 

Home 432-694-3861 

Cell 432-238-2267 

A_Subia49@yahoo.com 

2nd VDG 

Russell Livingston 

3602 Springmont 

Midland, TX 79707 

Home 432-520-3404 

Cell 432-559-9010 

rlivingston3602@hotmail.com 

Cabinet Secretary 

Merissa Swink 

32 Garden Road 

San Angelo, TX 76903 

Home 325-650-9896 

Cell 000-000-0000 

merisaswink@outlook.com 

Cabinet Treasurer 

Chris Maxwell 

408 CR 109 

Sweetwater, TX 79556 

Home 325-665-0127 

Work 325-235-9235 

cmaxwell@eljentechnology.com 

Kingsland Lions Club takes part in local 4th of July Parade 

USS See Lions DG Dave as Captain Hook float won 2nd place Jim Chapman with the Aqua Boom Court 

Club News Continued 

Midland West Side  Lions Club  
11th Annual  Back to School 

Bash   
1000 bags of school supplies 
given away.  Thanks to every-
one who made it all possible. 



Zone 1 Chairperson 

Felis Subia 

4018 Monty 

Midland, TX 79703 

Home 432-694-3861 

Cell 432-238-3452 

felissubia@yahoo.com 

Zone 2 Chairperson 

Marianne Stevenson 

3573 CR 133 

Colorado City, TX 

79512 

Home 325-728-9203 

Cell 000-000-0000 

MCS4446@yahoo.com 

Zone 3 Chairperson 

Larry Melton 

PO Box 84 

Ballinger, TX 76821 

Home 325-365-3296 

Cell 000-000-0000 

xxx 

Zone 4 Chairperson 

Mona Soland 

304 Kleen Ave 

Horseshoe Bay TX 78657 

Home 830-613-4168 

Cell 

Lionmona@sbcglobal.net 

Zone 5 Chairperson 

Stephanie Subia 

4018 Monty 

Midland, Tx 79703 

Home 000-000-0000 

Cell 432-296-0846 
Steph.Subia@gmail.com 

 

Zone 6 Chairperson 

Larry Walker 
5942 Lyndhurst Dr. 

San Angelo, TX 76901 

Cell 325-212-9976 

Home 325-227-8093 
Larry.e.Walker45@gmail.com 

Scott Patterson 
 

Club News Continued 

16 Lions Clubs around our District where recognized for their participation in the Centennial Service 

Challenge and for Centennial Legacy Projects for the Lions Year 2015 / 2016. 

The Centennial Service Challenge was for clubs to serve 100 million people around the world in 4 ser-

vice categories  

 Hunger 

 Sight 

 Youth 

 Environment 
 

Clubs having service projects in one of the areas are: MASON, JUNCTION, SAN ANGELO NORTH 

BY NORTHWEST, MIDLAND DOWNTOWN 

Clubs having service projects in two areas are: MIDLAND MORNING, SWEETWATER, CONCHO 

COUNTY 

Clubs having service in three areas are: BALLINGER, SAN ANGELO DOWNTOWN 

Clubs having service projects in all four areas are: KINGSLAND, MIDLAND DOWNTOWN, COLO-

RADO CITY, MIDLAND WEST SIDE, SAN ANGELO CONCHO PEARL 

Clubs having legacy projects are: SAN ANGELO DOWNTOWN, CONCHO  COUNTY 

A great big cheer to these clubs. The clubs will receive a patch for their banner to recognize this achieve-

ment in “We Serve”  
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SAVE THE DATE 

ROPE YOURSELF IN TO ATTEND ALL DISTRICT MEETINGS 

NEXT MEETING IN WINTERS TEXAS 

November 4th and 5th—location to be announced  
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District 2-A1 Newsletter and Website Sponsors   

The District needs your support for 2016-2017   
 

Be A Team Player by showing your support for the District Gover-
nor Team and District 2-A1 by advertising in the 2016-2017 Dis-
trict publications.   
 

We need your support more than ever as these monies pay for 

the District Directory.  
 

Please purchase your space as soon as possible by completing 

this form and sending it with your check to the  District Treasurer, 

Lion Chris Maxwell, 408 CR 109, Sweetwater, TX 79556.   
 

Business Card size: $50.00  

Double Business Card size: $100.00  

Quadruple Business Card size: $150.00  
 

Name: (if a Club also give the contact name)  

Address: Email address  

Phone #’s  

Text/logo. etc. on ad ) or, if you would like, include a copy of your 

card/ad as you would like it to appear.   

 

Thank you, The District Governor Team  
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Quinn Spear Midland Downtown and Midland West Side youth exchange student 

It’s not every day that a seventeen-year-old is presented with the opportunity to travel overseas alone for a 

month, so when the Midland Downtown Lions Club offered to send me to represent them and our nation on a Lions 

Club Youth Exchange program, I was more than grateful to take them up on their proposal. I chose to go to Italy be-

cause frankly, I love Italian food so it was an easy choice. After months of preparation and packing, the day came for 

me to start my adventure, and as I said goodbye to my family and friends, I dreamt about the wonderful things that 

awaited me in the next four weeks. 

When I first stepped off the plane into Italy, it was like stepping foot into another world. I didn’t know Italian 

very well so I couldn’t understand most of the signs, but I was able to get my bags and started to look for my first host 

family. I finally found them after hearing a cheerful “Ciao Quinn!” from someone in the crowds. The cheerfulness of 

their greeting set the course for the rest of my stay with them, as they brought me into their home and looked after me 

for my first week’s stay in the village of Figino Serenza, in Northern Italy, close to Milan. The family was close knit:  a 

mother and father who I would see around the house, and a brother and sister who were roughly my age that I spent the 

majority of my time there with. Some days we would go into Milan for sightseeing, and some days we would stay in 

the village and meet with some of their friends. Surprisingly, hanging out with the youth in Italy is a lot like hanging 

out back home. We would talk about culture and music and play basketball and volleyball, the only difference being 

that I was learning so much more over in Italy about different culture and interests. For example, the entire village halt-

ed their annual parade, left the floats in the street and ran inside houses and restaurants so everyone could watch the 

futbol game!  

After a week with my first family, they drove me three hours to the Lions Club Camp located in Bormio, deep 

in the heart of the Italian Alps. At the camp I had the privilege of spending two weeks exploring the magnificent moun-

tains with other people my age from Taiwan, Turkey, Estonia and many other countries who I would normally have no 

way of coming to know on a personal level if I hadn’t come on this trip. When we weren’t hiking, we were taken on 

tours, ate pizza and played board games. I was able to form strong friendships with some of the students on this trip and 

have been keeping in touch with them, even after I returned home from Italy. This camp most importantly served to 

open my mind to a different way of thinking and a different way of life. Instead of just seeing how things are done the 

Texas way, I was able to see how people from different cultures would act in certain situations, as well as share my 

way of thinking with everyone else. For example, I learned that people from other countries are not used to seeing 

pocket knives; so when I offered to cut open the lunch meat on one of our hikes, they all backed away! I was also able 

to see our many similarities, like our similar tastes in music, TV shows and movies. 

At the end of the camp, I said goodbye to all of my new friends and was picked up by my second host family. 

This family was also exceedingly generous and consisted of a mother, a father, and twin daughters who were my age. 

They lived in a village named Fagano Olona which was also just outside of Milan, very similar to the first village that I 

had stayed in. This family took me around to different cities to see many art exhibitions and different points of interest. 

This town was also very musically talented, so I had to privilege of seeing three different concerts while I was there 

(curiously, the bands introduced their songs in Italian but sang in English). That week I learned how to make authentic 

tiramisu, explained that we no longer fought the Native Americans, and tried to teach them how to say “Howdy”.  At 

the end of the week, they dropped me off at the airport and we said our goodbyes. As excited as I was to come home, I 

was also saddened to know that I was leaving behind so many good friends who impacted my life over the course of the 

last month.  

If someone told me a year ago that I would be having the best summer of my life by spending a month in Italy, 

I would not have believed them, but after this experience I can honestly say that this trip has been one of the most im-

pactful experiences in my life.  I want to thank the Midland Downtown and Midland Westside Lions Club for giving 

me this opportunity and I hope I represented our country, state and city well. 

August 2016                                                             We Serve                                                                   Page 10                                                               



Quinn Spear with host family 

Picture taken at Lions Camp Italy 

with Quinton Spear, Local Camp 

Director  and  Head of Italy Lions 

Clubs 

Quinn Spear with host family sisters 

and local friend 
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Quinn Spear Midland Downtown and Midland West Side youth exchange student (Cont.) 



Madison Levitt Midland West Side Foreign Exchange Student 

I will be forever grateful for the Midland West Side Lions Club for allowing me to represent the United States of America 

and the great state of Texas on this adventure. It was an unforgettable experience that I will treasure forever. 
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Taking in the Majesty of Germany 

 

 Visiting the far off land of Germany in all its splendid, historic, grandeur has never been 

much of anything beyond a vague idea to me; since the days of my deep youth, that vague 

sense of desired adventure has always seemed far-fetched, but this past July, that mere desire 

was replaced by the very tangible reality of actually visiting Germany through sponsorship 

from the Midland Northside Lions Club. With their blessing, and a will to see what I could 

see, I set out on June 26 for Germany and was immediately met with adversity. Delays, subse-

quent missed flights, and reschedules tried to stand in the way between Germany and me! I no 

longer consider myself a novice flyer of the skies. Never go through London Heathrow Termi-

nal 5 unless you have at least two hours to do so. Through it all, touching down in Germany to 

stay for the next three weeks was both relieving and exciting. 

 

 Being a family oriented person, I can say without a doubt, that staying with my host 

family, the Kleins, along with a fellow exchange student, in their little village marked among 

the top of my list of favorite experiences. In living with them, I immediately came to the reali-

zation that beer, bread, and sausage truly are the triple kings of German cuisine. Their excel-

lent manners and sense of humor made me feel at great ease while I stayed with them. Even 

though I wouldn't say it was like being at home, for it was a vast difference, staying with the 

Kleins was on a footing equivalent in comfort. Some days were spent at a lake near their 

home, on others we got a chance to mill about and catch our senses.  We also took the chance 

to see a bit of Thuringia upon visiting Coburg Castle one day and the Automobile Museum in 

Suhl. 

 

 My first week in Germany was very hard to beat, but there was still another two weeks 

of exploration left for me to enjoy, so on July 3, Mrs. Klein drove me and my fellow exchange 

student to the town of Jena two hours away to meet up with the rest of the youth camp ex-

change students. From that point onward, the trip took a turn towards being busy but in a good 

way. Nearly every day was something or somewhere new. Meeting the mayor of and explor-

ing Jena, learning the history of the trading town of Erfurt, visiting the castle in Eisenach, and 

exploring the city of Weimar were exploits that numbered amongst the collective experiences 

of us 22 exchange students hugs with a lot of friends, who had affectionately given me the 

nickname “Old man” for the past week, as we parted.   

 

 Now as I sit here at home, it is with impressive affection that I look back upon my esca-

pades in der Deutschland, and the opportunity the Midland Northside Lions Club gave me. I 

feel that one could experience few things as wonderful as that. 
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Exchange Student  Logan Elsey (Midland Northside) 



 As the week passed, we all grew closer to each other as friends in Jena, and thanks to 

the more open society, generally found in Europe, we were in turn quite open to conversation 

of all sorts with one another. Soon our week in Jena came to an end, and it was time to “move 

headquarters” to the city of Halle; we packed up our things that Sunday, July 10th and headed 

for Halle by way of canoe on the River Salle. That week was as busy as the one before with 

the exploration of Halle and its history, making a visit to Leipzig and, my favorite, doing vol-

unteer work at the recreation house just outside the city. 
 

The morning our whole group departed from Germany was terribly solemn, and I shared in a 

lot of hugs with a lot of friends, who had affectionately given me the nickname “Old man” for 

the past week, as we parted.  Now as I sit here at home, it is with impressive affection that I 

look back upon my escapades in der Deutschland, and the opportunity the Midland Northside 

Lions Club gave me. I feel that one could experience few things as wonderful as that. 

  

 

 

            Logan with friend David 

Logan with Host family 
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Exchange Student  Logan Elsey (Midland Northside) Cont.  
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