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Wow can't believe the year has already ended. It just seemed like yesterday the year started and here 
we're ready to begin another year. 
 
This year the district theme is "Bringing us Together", to unite us closer in working together without 
any disunity. With unity we grow, disunity we decrease. I know we have a very good district and 
proud to be able to be your DG for the year that you had confidence in me to be your leader this 
year,  Although, I can't do this without  everyone’s help as we are in this together we will have a great 
time in "WE SERVE" 
  
As Mission 1.5, we have decreased and this year hoping to regain and restore not only getting in new 
members, but to get back our old members that decided to leave. I know the clubs are doing their best. 
 
Work to get the Excellence Award for your club, I know some of you are qualified to receive an 
award. 
 
Hope to see everyone at the first Cabinet meeting July-August 12-13 in Colorado City. 
  
Sincerely, 
Marianne C Stevenson 

Here it is August.  Seems like we were just in the beginning of July.  It has been a very busy month 

visiting clubs, installation of officers and cabinet meeting. 

I want to thank Colorado City Lions Club for sponsoring my first cabinet meeting and being such a 

great host.  Also want to thank everyone for coming to the meeting, as we had great speakers.  We 

are going to continue the work with the Belton hearing aids.  With all of us working together we can 

do it. 

You will keep hearing about Mission 1.5 to get more members.  We have again, only with more 

money, an incentive of $50 per new member if they stay active one year.  This year let’s have more 

retention to keep our members and to reach out to the past members.   Presidents, keep your mem-

bers informed of what you do in your board meetings and keep your members active and keep har-

mony in your club.   

Don’t set your goals so high that you can’t do them.  Rather have a smaller goal and go over the goal 

you set.  

This district has great clubs, let’s work on Club Excellence.  Some clubs are so close and it’s a great 

reward to receive for your club.   

I want to thank all of you for the support you have shown me.  I really appreciate it.  Feel free to call 

me anytime.  

Thank you again for all the hard work you are doing for your community. 

God Bless all of you.  God is Good.    

http://txlionsdistrict2a1.com/
mailto:Donald_McConnell@outlook.com
mailto:District2a1newsletter@hotmail.com
mailto:District2a1newsletter@hotmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/TexasLionsDistrict2a1
https://www.facebook.com/TexasLionsDistrict2a1
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ALERT 
Russell High 
902 E. 3rd Street 
Sweetwater TX 79556 
Cell: 325-236-5512 
Rlynnhigh@gmail.com 

CHAPLAIN   
PDG Frank Berthold 
1212 Rita Circle  
San Angelo TX 76905 
Cell: 325-486-0038 
Email: fbert0038@aol.com 

DIABETES AWARENESS 
Jeanne Hernandez 

DIRECTORY 
Chris Maxwell 
408 CR 109 
Sweetwater TX 79556 
Cell: 325-665-0127 
Work: 325-235-4276 
Email: cmax-
well@eljentechnology.com 

DISTRICT ADMINISTRATOR 
Ben Barkley 
1504 Crescent Dr. 
Sweetwater TX 79556 
Ph: 325-235-9150 
Email: bbar-
kley104613@tstc.edu  

DISTRICT CONVENTION 
Chris Maxwell, Robert 
Moore 

DISTRICT INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY 
Wynn Alston 
1354 Tres Rios Dr 
San Angelo TX 76903 
Home: 325-651-4102 
Email: kwal-
ston@verizon.net 

  

DISTRICT PEACE POSTER 

CONTEST 

Chris Maxwell 
408 CR 109 
Sweetwater TX 79556 
Cell: 325-665-0127 
Work: 325-235-4276 
Email: cmax-
well@eljentechnology.com 

1st District Meeting July 2024 

In Colorado City 

mailto:Rlynnhigh@gmail.com
mailto:fbert0038@aol.com
mailto:cmaxwell@eljentechnology.com
mailto:cmaxwell@eljentechnology.com
mailto:bbarkley104613@tstc.edu
mailto:bbarkley104613@tstc.edu
mailto:kwalston@verizon.net
mailto:kwalston@verizon.net
mailto:cmaxwell@eljentechnology.com
mailto:cmaxwell@eljentechnology.com
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DISTRICT PUBLIC RELATIONS & 
LIONS INFORMATION 
Donald McConnell 
307 Thomas Street 
Midland TX 79703 
Cell: 432-413-3935 
Home: 432-520-5651 
Email: Donmc307@aol.com 

DISTRICT YOUTH CAMP and 
EXCHANGE 
Mark Singh 
Midland TX 79707-9108 
Home: 432-694-5424 
Email: 
mmsingh@suddenlink.net 

ELECTION MANAGER 

Julio Castillo 
418 W Pine Ave 
Midland TX 79705 
Cell: 325-518-9175 
castillorx@gmail.com  

GLOBAL LEADERSHIP TRAINING 
(GLT)- EAST 
IPDG Carole Anne Brown 
PO Box 623 
San Angelo TX  76902 
Cell: 325-340-8652 
Email: Carolecb9@gmail.com 

GLOBAL LEADERSHIP TRAINING 
(GLT)- WEST 
Felis Subia 
4018 Monty Dr 
Midland TX 79703 
Cell: 432-238-3452 
Email: felissubia@yahoo.com 

GLOBAL MEMBERSHIP TEAM 
(GMT) 
Vacant 

GLOBAL MEMBERSHIP AP-
PROACH 
(GMA- Champion) 
PDG Keith Perrine 
4912 Mariner Terrace 
San Angelo TX 76903 
Cell: 432-656-3252 
Email: 
keith.perrine@hotmail.com 

1st District Meeting July 2024 

In Colorado City  

continued 

mailto:donmc307@aol.com
mailto:mmsingh@suddenlink.net
mailto:Carolecb9@gmail.com
mailto:felissubia@yahoo.com
mailto:keith.perrine@hotmail.com


Global Service Team (GST) 
Donald McConnell 
307 Thomas Street 
Midland, TX 79703 
Cell: 432-413-3935 
Email:Donmc307@aol.com 

HISTORIAN 
Donna Dugger 
1908 Nolan 
Big Spring TX  79720 
donna_d7075@att.net 

LIONS CLUB INT’L FOUNDATION 
SVDG Helen Wilde 
3209 Southland Blvd 
San Angelo TX 76904 
Cell: 325-277-4758 
Email: hfsofge53@gmail.com 

LEADER DOG FOR THE BLIND 
Shane Stevenson 
3573 CR 133 

Colorado City,TX 79512 

Cell :480-262-9183 

Email: sstevenson10@hotmail.com 

LONG RANGE PLANNING 
PDG Keith Perrine 
4912 Mariner Terrace 
San Angelo TX 76903 
Cell: 432-656-3252 
Email: keith.perrine@hotmail.com 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
Donald McConnell 
307 Thomas Street 
Midland TX 79703 
Cell: 432-413-3935 
Home: 432-520-5651 
Donald_McConnell@outlook.com 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR YOUTH 

PDG Chris Maxwell 
408 CR 109 
Sweetwater TX 79556 
Cell: 325-665-0127 
cmaxsweet65@gmail.com  

PARLIMENTARIAN 
PCC Tom Blase Sr. 
40 Antelope Trail 
Kerrville TX 78028 
Cell: 325-315-7060 
Email: tomblasesr@gmail.com 
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1st District Meeting July 2024 

In Colorado City  

continued 

mailto:Donmc307@aol.com
mailto:donna_d7075@att.net
mailto:hfsofge53@gmail.com
mailto:sstevenson10@hotmail.com
mailto:keith.perrine@hotmail.com
mailto:Donald_McConnell@outlook.com
mailto:tomblasesr@gmail.com
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TAIL TWISTER 
Kathy McConnell 
307 Thomas Street 
Midland TX 79703 
Cell: 432-638-1070 
Home: 432-520-5651 
Email: katmc307@aol.com 

TEXAS LIONS CAMP DIRECTOR 
(EAST) 
PDG Joel Kuykendall 
PO Box 102 
Pontotoc TX 76869 
Cell: 325-218-2512 
Southwest-
ernlion2011@gmail.com 

TEXAS LIONS CAMP DIRECTOR 
(WEST) 

Nancy High 
PO Box 543 
Sweetwater TX 79556 
Cell: 325-236-5460 
nncyhigh@yahoo.com  

TEXAS LIONS EYEGLASS RECY-
CLING CENTER (TLERC) 
PDG Glen Sheppard 
 

TEXAS LIONS FOUNDATION 
PDG Keith Perrine 
4912 Mariner Terrace 
San Angelo TX 76903 
Cell: 432-656-3252 
Email: 
keith.perrine@hotmail.com 

WEBMASTER 
Wynn Alston 
1354 Tres Rios Dr 
San Angelo TX 76903 
Cell: 325-651-4102 
Email: kwalston@verizon.net 

VISION SCREENING DIRECTOR 
Sandra Freeman 
Box 361 
Carlsbad TX 76934-0361 
Home: 325-465-8870 
Cell: 325-650-5903 
Email:  sdrrf@aol.com 

Texas Lions Camp 

The President’s Picnic 

Thank you PDG Keith, 

members of San Angelo 

Downtown, Sweetwater 

and Midland West Side 

Lions Clubs and all the 

volunteers for doing your 

part to make the picnic a 

huge success.    

mailto:katmc307@aol.com
mailto:Southwesternlion2011@gmail.com
mailto:Southwesternlion2011@gmail.com
mailto:nncyhigh@yahoo.com
mailto:keith.perrine@hotmail.com
mailto:kwalston@verizon.net
mailto:sdrrg@aol.com
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DISTRICT 2-A1 CABINET OFFICERS 

(Positions are Non-Voting) 

GMA-Champion /Advisor 
PDG Keith Perrine 
4912 Mariner Terrace 
San Angelo TX 76903 
Cell: 325-656-3252 
Email: 
keith.perrine@hotmail.com  

Global Leadership Team  
GLT Co-Director WEST 
Felis Subia 
4018 Monty Dr 
San Angelo TX 79703 
Cell: 432-238-3452 
Email: felissubia@yahoo.com 

Global Service Team 
GST Director 
Donald McConnell 
307 Thomas Street 
Midland, Tx 79703 
Cell: 432-413-3935 
Email: Donmc307@aol.com 

Global Membership Team 
GMT Director 

PDG Chris Maxwell 
408 CR 109 
Sweetwater TX 79556 
Cell: 325-665-0127 
cmaxsweet65@gmail.com  

Global Leadership Team 
GLT Co-Director EAST 
PDG Carole Anne Brown 
PO Box 623 
San Angelo TX 79702 
Cell: 432-340-8652 
Email: carolecb9@gmail.com 

LCIF Coordinator 
VDG Helen Wilde 
3209 Southland Blvd 
San Angelo TX 76904 
Cell: 325-277-4758 
Email: hfsofge53@gmail.com 

Texas Lions Camp 

The President’s Picnic 

continued 
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District Governor 

Marianne Stevenson 
3573 CR 133 
Colorado City TX 
79512 
Cell: 509-991-6776 
Msc4446@yahoo.com  

IPDG 
Chris Maxwell 
408 CR 109 
Sweetwater TX 79556 
Cell: 325-665-0127 
Work: 325-235-4276 
Email: cmax-
well@eljentechnology.
com 

1st VDG 

Helen Wilde 
3209 Southland 
Blvd 
San Angelo TX 
76904 
Cell: 325-277-4758 
Hfsofge53@gmail.co
m  

2nd VDG 

Otilia Sanchez 
1315 Coke St 
San Angelo TX 76903 
Cell: 512-699-4585 
al-
bertofthepines@gmail.c
om  

District 2-A1 Secretary 

Robert Moore 
4 Vista Ct 
Sweetwater TX 79556 
Cell: 325-721-4885 
Bobwhite1826@gmail.com  

District 2-A1 Treasurer 

Nancy High 
PO Box 543 
Sweetwater TX 79556 
Cell: 325-236-5460 
nncyhigh@yahoo.com  

Club News 

The last meeting of the fiscal year. July-August 

1st starts a new year for our Lions Club. We had 

induction of officers and passing of the gavel 

from our current Club president Lion Donna 

Dugger to our upcoming president Lion Amy 

Lynn Lusk Allison. I'm so excited that everyone 

was able to come out for the meeting.  

Eldorado Lions Club Annual Golf Tournament will be held on Saturday September 28th 
- $100 per team,  tee off at 1:00 - lunch provided  

Please call Eddie if you are interested in participating - 325-226-5312 

Big Spring Centennial Lions Club 

Eldorado Lions Club 

 

The Colorado City Lions Club 

Proudly Supports 
 

District 2-A1 Governor 

Marianne Stevenson and her 2024-2025 Cabinet 

mailto:Msc4446@yahoo.com
mailto:cmaxwell@eljentechnology.com
mailto:cmaxwell@eljentechnology.com
mailto:cmaxwell@eljentechnology.com
mailto:Hfsofge53@gmail.com
mailto:Hfsofge53@gmail.com
mailto:albertofthepines@gmail.com
mailto:albertofthepines@gmail.com
mailto:albertofthepines@gmail.com
mailto:Bobwhite1826@gmail.com
mailto:nncyhigh@yahoo.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1705103186472103/user/100000467465421/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVspZ7iTnPSKarmNpMeieJMQIU2wKyrriRKeJhn7gxnrDNUELkIEbSkpMuAme9suw0CzfR7-P5WmR2k5Phy-QjT0DLwbSob3xLoAP9plwaNIFh56TcChV3jSeRnJcFy_QIIr7KMbH8T_wF2X6MUF59WhFOvSz_brwjov4ZwNHven
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1705103186472103/user/100000467465421/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVspZ7iTnPSKarmNpMeieJMQIU2wKyrriRKeJhn7gxnrDNUELkIEbSkpMuAme9suw0CzfR7-P5WmR2k5Phy-QjT0DLwbSob3xLoAP9plwaNIFh56TcChV3jSeRnJcFy_QIIr7KMbH8T_wF2X6MUF59WhFOvSz_brwjov4ZwNHven
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1705103186472103/user/100013164942636/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVspZ7iTnPSKarmNpMeieJMQIU2wKyrriRKeJhn7gxnrDNUELkIEbSkpMuAme9suw0CzfR7-P5WmR2k5Phy-QjT0DLwbSob3xLoAP9plwaNIFh56TcChV3jSeRnJcFy_QIIr7KMbH8T_wF2X6MUF59WhFOvSz_brwjov4ZwNHven
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1705103186472103/user/100013164942636/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVspZ7iTnPSKarmNpMeieJMQIU2wKyrriRKeJhn7gxnrDNUELkIEbSkpMuAme9suw0CzfR7-P5WmR2k5Phy-QjT0DLwbSob3xLoAP9plwaNIFh56TcChV3jSeRnJcFy_QIIr7KMbH8T_wF2X6MUF59WhFOvSz_brwjov4ZwNHven
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Zone 1 Chairperson 
Kathy McConnell 
307 Thomas Street 
Midland, TX 79703 
Cell 432-638-1070 
Email: 
Katmc307@aol.com 

Zone 2 Chairperson 
 

Zone 3 Chairperson 
 

Zone 4 Chairperson 
 

Zone 5 Chairperson 
 

Zone 6 Chairperson 
Otilia Sanchez 
1315 Coke St 
San Angelo TX 76903 
Cell: 512-699-4585 
albertofthepines@gmail.com  

Mason Lions Club  

8/16/24 quest speaker 
Jamie Alvarez joined us 
today to talk about the 
Colorado City Independ-
ent School District's 
school board and the 
things they have planned 
for this school year.  

Guest speaker 8/16/24 
was Dewayne Smith 
who spoke on farming, 
the drought, the coop. 
Very interesting.  

8/23/24 guest speakers Allison Alvarez 
and Felsha Biggers talking more about 
things going on with Colorado City In-
dependent School District and things 
within the community.  

Club News continued 

Mason Lions Club PDG John Gammill and PDG Joel 
Kuykendall presented the Texas Lions Camp with a a 
$15,000  anonymous donation from a Mason County 
donor.  Pictured with the PDG’s are Stephen and Karen 
Ann King of the Texas Lions Camp. 

Colorado City Club 

Guest speaker today was 
Foy Forehand who spoke 
on Sons of the Confeder-
ate Veterans. Really inter-
esting.  



Another successful week at Dennis the Menace! We had a 

great Monday night hanging out at the park. Handed out 61 

water bottles and I'm happy to say we can now share more 

of our message of service to the community with our brand 

new water bottle Koozies!  

Midland Downtown Lions Club 

July-August 2024                                                  We Serve            ____                                                 Page  9                                                            

Club News continued 



Midland West Side  

Ice Cream Social for Foreign 

Exchange Students  

Bingo at Manor Park  

Back to School Bash 2024 

Guest Speaker from One Bite at 

a Time Ministries 

Club News continued 
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Midland West Side continued 

Community Paint Day 

What a fun day!  Hot dogs, 

frito pie, cotton candy and 

snow cones.  Thank you to all 

the Lions and everyone who 

came to paint.  A special 

thank you to Lion Scott 

Britton.   
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After confirmation from DG Stevenson I have found that I will continue as Vision Screening Director for Dis-

trict 2A-1 this year.  WELCOME BACK to everyone and if I need to send this information to anyone else please 

let me know or forward the message to them. 

I am asking everyone to make sure that you have started calling your schools, private schools, parochial 

schools, day cares or anyone in your area to try and set up vision screening for the children.  Our District did 

over 4300 last year total and that was only a drop in the bucket as to what could have been done. 

Please go outside your comfort zone and remember we are doing this for the children, not just because we 

are Lions offering a service.  When we do not reach out to our communities, WE are failing our communi-

ties. 

Last year I asked some clubs to go further distances than they have before and am asking this again this 

year.  In San Angelo our furthest screening was 3 hours, but it was worth it if only one child had been re-

ferred.  There are clubs in many towns that do not have camera's and do not call about screening for that 

reason.  WE NEED TO BE THEIR BACKUP!  If you can set up a screening, call the club in that area and ask them 

if they would like to join you at the screening, even if they have no certifications.  This might encourage more 

to get involved when they actually see what happens at a screening. 

I will be reporting to the state director again this year and that means I need an end of month report from 

everyone no later than the 2nd of the month.  The state director will turn in this information at the COG 

meetings.  LCI wants to know what we are doing, are we fulfilling our mission of being "Knights of the Blind".   

I will need: 

                # of Events / # of Screenings 

                # of children screened / # of children referred 

                # of adults screened / # of adults referred 

Right now because of some health complications I am working various hours at the Eyeglass Recycle Center in 

San Angelo so the best method of communication will be by email or text.  My office hours currently are 

Tuesdays 9a-1p, 

Wednesdays 10:30a-1p and Thursdays Noon-3p.  During the month of September we will close the office to 

have an extra day for screenings which for San Angelo will be on Monday, Thursdays and Fridays.  San Angelo 

teams screened over 3700 children last year between August and December.  Your challenge is to screen as 

many as possible also. 

Office phone:  325-227-4350     

Cell phone:  325-650-5903      

Thank you all for your time, patience and service to your communities. 

Lion Sandra Freeman                                          

Vision Screening 
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Lions Youth Exchange 2024  

 

Our district participated once again in the Lions International Youth Exchange program. We hosted three stu-
dents in Midland - Chiara Cargnelutti from Italy, Anna-Lucia (Anna) Fily from France, 
and Khulan Bayasgalan from Mongolia from about June 29 to July-August 20.  Their 
host families were Sally St. Jacques, Lion Mark and Violet Singh, and Lion Frank and 
Kim Stowers. In addition to the hosts, Lions John Wojtkun, Don Eckerty, Bill Kelton, 
Morris DeFriend and Dr. Brian Flowers, together with previous host Gire Dragun, took 
them on many trips and activities, including in Dallas/Fort Worth, Kerrville, San Anto-

nio, Lake Brownwood, Abilene, Lubbock, San Angelo, Carlsbad Caverns, and Balmorhea. In addition, Lion Aa-
ron Battles sponsored a dinner at Texas Roadhouse. 

 

Activities included visiting three Lions clubs, the Texas Lions Camp and the Texas Lions Eyeglass Recycling 
Center. They visited several museums and educational institutions, Abilene Zoo and the 
stockyards in Fort Worth, and attended a baseball game, a soccer game, the Odessa 
Downtown Lions Fourth of July-August parade, a rodeo in Fort Worth, and Summer 
Mummers. They swam, shopped, learned to line-dance, did water sports, and played 
tennis, pickleball and golf. The girls all said that they greatly enjoyed their stay and were 
very grateful to their hosts and other Lions. 

  

Midland Northside sponsored Jason Minor from Midland Christian School to go to Italy for four weeks and 
Midland West Side sponsored Caleb Brown from Midland High School to go to Germany 
for three weeks.  The sponsor clubs paid airfare, travel insurance, camp fees, and some 
spending money. The students each spent some time with a host family and more than 
a week at a youth camp with other students from all over the world. Their reports on 
their trips will be featured in the district newsletter. 

 

Since 1994, District 2-A1 has sponsored a total of 30 students from six Midland high schools to six countries 
in Europe. Midland Northside, West Side, Downtown and the former Suburban Lions 
Club sponsored the students. Eighteen families have hosted a total of 80 students from 
18 foreign countries. Some of the hosts were not Lions, but most of them were mem-
bers of the Midland Northside, West Side, Downtown and the former Suburban and 
Morning Lions Clubs.   

 

Lion Mark Singh District 2-A1 Youth Exchange Chairman 
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Youth Exchange Jason Minor 

 

My Lions Youth Exchange Trip to Italy in July-August 2024 

 

“The world is a book, and those who do not travel only read 

one page.” A quote from Saint Augustine. For most people, 

traveling alone can seem like a daunting task. 

However, this was such a great learning experience to have. 

By traveling alone you learn things about yourself you never 

would have. You learn real life skills that will be useful in the 

future. Things that cannot be replicated by taking a family va-

cation or a getaway with friends. You are thrown into a com-

pletely new environment,  

 

only having yourself to rely on. Overall, the traveling part itself was not too worry-

ing and was honestly quite enjoyable. Being able to travel by myself is something I 

am really grateful to have experienced on this trip. I plan to explain my stay over-

seas and the activities I did while there. 

 My journey started on the island of Sardinia, east of the mainland of Italy. I 

arrived in the capital of Sardinia, Cagliari. Upon arrival my host family picked me 

up from the airport and drove to their house in the small town of San Gavino. San 

Gavino is a very beautiful town and one of my favorite activities while there was 

the mural tour. San Gavino has almost sixty murals around the town and the tour 

highlighted some of 

San Gavino’s most famous murals. While in Sardinia we did many more things like 

museum tours and shopping. Sardinia is commonly known for its beautiful beach-

es and clear water. So it was clear that we would have many beach days ahead of 

us.   
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Knowing our arrival in Rome marked our halfway point of the trip 

seemed surreal. 

It seemed like yesterday we were just leaving our home countries. 

The camp itself was so amazing and Roma was so beautiful! Our 

camp director Sandra was so amazing and  I am so grateful to have 

had her as our camp director. “Campo Amicizia” is exactly what 

it means, Friendship Camp. I never thought I could grow so close with a group of somewhat 

strangers in just three weeks. However, spending everyday together can really grow your 

bonds. During our stay in Rome we did so much. During our initial days, everyone did a 

presentation on their countries. In total we had fourteen kids from twelve different countries. 

These countries included: Germany, Hungary, Lithuania, Poland, Finland, North Macedonia, 

Turkey, India, Brazil, Mexico, Indonesia, and of course me from America.  

I am so glad this is the group of people I was placed in. From touring the Vatican and Colosse-

um, to rafting down rivers, we did something new everyday. Some days we would travel to go 

see the different regions of Italy and learn the history of their area. We also had a day where 

we did service work for the Ronald McDonald Foundation. Which helps keep parents with 

their kids who have certain diseases that may take a long time to recover from. During the 

camp we were able to experience even more different types of food and culture. The worst 

part about camp was leaving. It was so hard to say goodbye to all the friends we just made, 

however; I can confidently say that we will all remain lifelong friends. I know that wherever I 

go in the world I will have connections now. The camp was such a great experience and I am 

so grateful that the campers and leaders were exactly who they are. I wouldn’t have 

wanted to do it with anyone else. 

Again I want to express my gratitude for this amazing opportunity. It is something 

I wish I could relive over and over. Not everyone gets to have this type of experience, so 

I want to thank you so much for allowing me to have this journey. Living in Italy for three 

weeks is something I will never forget and a journey I will always remember. Thank you. 

“A journey is best measured in friends, rather than miles”- Tim Cahill. 

Jason Minor 

Youth Exchange Jason Minor  



My Lions Youth Exchange Trip to Germany Summer 2024 Caleb Brown 

My recent exchange trip to Germany, which was sponsored by the Mid-

land West Side Lions Club, was nothing short of a life changing experi-

ence. I will forever remember all of the people I met, all of the places I 

explored, and all of the memories I made. From the very second I 

stepped into Germany, I was met by some of the most wonderful people 

to ever exist. These people, the Wieghardts, would be my host family 

from June 19th to July-August 4th. During my time with them, the 

Wieghardts showed me as much of Germany as they possibly could; we saw the massive ca-

thedral of Cologne, the beauty of the riverside towns of Dusseldorf and Dortmund, and the 

day-to-day life of the German people. From sightseeing to school, from music festivals to rock 

climbing, the wonderful people of Germany were so kind to accept me and treat me as one 

of their own. They brought me into their lives, introduced me to their family and friends, and 

looked after me with all of the care in their hearts.  

But after my two weeks with the Wieghardts was over, I moved on to stay at a camp with an-

other wonderful group of people. These people, exchange students who came from all across 

the world, will also hold a special place in my heart. They all had a particular interest in 

America, specifically in Texas. I think a few of them were disappointed to learn that we do not 

quite live in the “Wild West” anymore (although most have a gun and a few people will still 

ride their horses in the city). All of us, despite having vastly different backgrounds, lives, and 

experiences, came together to live as one for a week and a half in Germany. Though we lived 

different lives before, and are living different lives now, for those ten days we were one peo-

ple. We all shared the same experiences, ate the same food, saw the same buildings, and 

lived the same lives. To this day, and forever more, I consider every one of those exchange 

students to be a good friend.  

I was upset to have to leave so early, despite having spent just short of a month in Germany. 

On the final night of our trip, we held a party where all of us got a chance to say goodbye to 

each other. I stayed awake until four in the morning, simply chatting with my friends for the 

final time. These people had become my family for the twenty-five days that I stayed in Ger-

many, and it was disheartening to leave them. However, with the advent of smartphones, I 

have been extremely lucky to be able to keep in touch with my friends. I would like to give 

my whole-hearted thanks to the International Lions Club, who both arranged and sponsored 

my trip to Germany, as well as the wonderful people who cared for me during my trip. My fa-

vorite memories of Germany will always be the wonderful people that I met and the friends 

that I made. 
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The District needs your support for 2024-2025.   

Please help support the District Governor Team, District 2-A1, and a chance to give your club 

some exposure by advertising in the 2023-2024 District publications (Website and Newsletter). 

We need your support more than ever! 

Please mail or email this information to the following 

Lion Nancy High 

P.O. Box 545 

Sweetwater, TX 79556 

Email: nncyhigh@yahoo.com 

Cell Ph: 325-236-5460 

mailto:NNCYhigh@yahoo.com
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